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Assignment 4
Question 1: "You shall no longer take things at second or third hand, nor look through the eyes of the dead, nor feed on the specters in books." What do you make of the statement?
The author urges the readers not to accept the experience that has been formulated for them. He encourages his audience to go and out and have their own experience firsthand. Therefore, it is essential to read the extracts contextually. The statement is addressed to the lover encouraging him to push boundaries concerning living life. Whitman encourages the lover not to experience life per what others say.
Additionally, he encourages him to "possess the origin of all poems" and "the good of earth and sun." In the books he authored, he informs individuals to experience life that is not mediated. That is the meaning of the above statement (Meehan, 2014). 
Question 2: What do you make of the statement, "And what I assume you shall assume, for every atom belonging to me as good belongs to you."
The statement gives an introduction to the ideas of individuality and collectivity. Whitman explores these two concepts in his entire work. The author wrote about sexuality and the body portraying intimacy. The lines are sometimes also regarded as Whitman’s “haughty” poem because the author comprehends himself as well as his desires. Conversely, the Whitman uses his work to portray his desires to his audience. As a result, the readers take his thoughts and comprehend them as their own. 
Question 3: What does Dickenson imply when she says “likes a look of agony”?
The lines show her characteristic demonstrating her attitude of despair. The statement depicts aspects of pain and suffering. The author asserts that life is sad. Subsequently, the looks of agony on a man's face are natural and true. The outward cheerfulness is considered artificial to men. Dickenson also highlights agony of death alluding that glazing eyes imply death. The author adds that deaths come with many hideous twists of agony in man. The author discusses death in her book although it does not mean she gains pleasure from it (Stonum, 2014). 
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